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Abstract: This paper explores the significance of Social Studies education in Nigeria as a pivotal tool for fostering 

social values and promoting sustainable development. It examines the theoretical underpinnings of Social Studies, 

its role in shaping citizens' attitudes and behaviors, and its potential to address Nigeria's socioeconomic 

challenges. The paper also discusses strategies for enhancing Social Studies education to align with Nigeria's 

developmental goals. 
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Introduction 

Social Studies education is known around the world as an integral component of the school curriculum designed 

to equip students to be responsible citizens (Akinbobola, 2010). However, in Nigeria where socioeconomic and 

political problems exist, the Social Studies is considered as a base for the inculcation of social values that will 

promote national development (Ojo & Akinbobola, 2014). The purpose of this paper is to examine the potential 

role and contribution of Social Studies Education in promoting social cohesion, moral values and sustainable 

development in Nigeria context in building sustainable community in Nigeria through its teachings of the cultural, 

historical and social diversities of Nigeria. Through this, social studies can foster understanding and unity of 

Nigeria's diverse people (Akinbobola & Akinbobola, 2018). 

Nigeria is a country with a diverse population in terms of ethnicity, religion and culture, which can sometimes 

cause conflict and division. To appreciate this diversity, students in Social Studies education are taught the shared 

values, the national identity and the importance of unity in diversity (Ogunyemi, 2020). Learners gain service 

awareness and awareness of a sense of belonging or patriotism through content which emphasizes Nigeria's 

history, cultural heritage and common goals which is vital for social cohesion (Akinbobola & Akinbobola, 2018). 

Also, the use of participative approach in teaching and interventions within the community can promote 

collaboration and understanding among students of different backgrounds (Ogunyemi, 2020). 

The education of Social Studies develops: moral and ethical values including justice, honesty, respect and 

responsibility. Discussions with students about human rights, civic responsibilities, and social justice help instill 

an ethical sensibility and responsible citizenship (Ogunyemi, 2020). For example, the use of a case study on 

corruption, human rights abuse and community service, promotes reflection on ethical issues and the development 

of moral reasoning (Akinbobola & Akinbobola, 2018). The moral underpinning is essential for raising a 

generation of integrity and social justice, key in Nigeria's national development. 

In order to achieve sustainable development in Nigeria, it is essential that the people are aware and active in the 

conservation of the environment, their economic development and social equity. Issues of environmental 

sustainability, resource management and sustainable economic practices can be incorporated into Social Studies 

education (Ogunyemi, 2020). It instills critical thinking and problem solving skills in students, enabling them to 

be informed citizens who can call for policies and practices that help achieve long term development objectives 

(Akinbobola & Akinbobola, 2018). In addition, education focusing on community engagement and local 
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development programs can help to empower the young people to take part in sustainable practices at the local 

level. 

Social Studies education is a vital tool for fostering social cohesion in Nigeria as it encourages awareness of 

cultural diversity, moral education to promote ethical behaviour and awareness of environmental and social issues 

to promote sustainable development. These contributions can only be maximised if curricula are continuously 

updated to meet the challenges of the present era and incorporate participatory and experiential learning approach 

(Ogunyemi, 2020). All of such activities will help build a united, decent and sustainable Nigeria. 

Theoretical Framework 

The constructivist theory has been a great influence in the development of the Social Studies curriculum in Nigeria, 

where active learning, critical thinking and experiential learning (Piaget, 1950; Vygotsky, 1978) are the main 

thrusts. In Nigeria, this helps the students to participate in social issues, to analyze the environment and to learn 

more about the dynamics of the society instead of passively receiving information (Akinbobola, 2014). 

Incorporation of constructivist principles in the Nigerian Social Studies curriculum has been increasing to ensure 

that learning is experience-based, involving community and problem-solving (Nigerian Educational Research and 

Development Council [NERDC], 2012). For instance, students are encouraged to join community projects, 

debates, and field trips to allow for experiential learning in accordance with constructivist principles (Ogunniyi, 

2015). 

This trend towards constructivism in Nigeria's curriculum has been highlighted by the recent restructuring of the 

curriculum (NERDC, 2012), where learner centered approaches, critical thinking and participation are highlighted. 

These reforms are designed to generate socially responsible citizens who are able to engage in reflective and 

participatory learning experiences that will contribute to the solution of the complex social problems in Nigeria. 

The current Social Studies curriculum in Nigeria is based on the constructivist theory which emphasizes active, 

participatory and experiential learning, in keeping with Nigeria's educational objectives of creating critical 

thinkers and social conscious citizens (Akinbobola, 2014; Ogunniyi, 2015). 

Social Studies Education and Social Values 

Social Studies education in Nigeria is very significant in the promotion of social cohesion, national integration 

and development of positive social values among the learners. Social Studies is an interdisciplinary subject that 

draws from various disciplines such as History, Geography, Civics and other social sciences to provide students 

with the knowledge, skill and attitudes needed to be active and responsible citizens (Akinbobola, 2010). 

One of the main aims of the Social Studies education in Nigeria is to nurture social values like honesty, respect, 

tolerance, patriotism and social responsibility. These values are vital in order to foster peace and unity in a multi-

ethnicity, multi-religion, and multi-culture society (Ojo, 2012). In Social Studies, the teachers seek to instill these 

values in the learners through a number of pedagogical strategies, such as community-based projects and 

discussion on social issues, in order to promote social harmony. 

In addition, the teaching of social studies fosters civic responsibility and social awareness. It fosters active 

participation in the development of the community and country which is essential to the democratic development 

of Nigeria (Akinbobola, 2010). There is a focus on the history, cultural diversity and unity in diversity of Nigeria 

and how this will promote national identity. 

In Nigeria, however, the problems of social values as taught through Social Studies are constrained by the lack 

of effective teachers, lack of teaching materials and sociopolitical problems (Ojo, 2012). However, the problems 

need to be solved through joint efforts of the Government, educational actors and communities to make sure that 

SS education is able to carry out its function in social values dissemination. 



 Eze Anastasia Ukamaka Ph.D. and Ugwu Patience Ndidi 

    

 ©2025 GODFREY OKOYE UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL JOURNALOF EDUCATION| PUBLISHED BY K-INJO 

3   

Education for Social Studies in Nigeria plays a vital role in the development of citizens who are socially 

responsible, through its emphasis on values in the social field. The effective implementation of it is critical 

towards promoting national unity, social cohesion and sustainable development in Nigeria. 

Social Studies and Sustainable Development 

Social Studies has great significance in achieving sustainable development in Nigeria because it creates awareness, 

understandings and active participation of its citizens. It connects concepts from many disciplines (history, 

geography, economics, and civics) in order to solve problems in society and to support sustainable practices. 

Nigeria's vision for sustainable development is to strike a balance between the economic growth, social equity 

and the protection of the environment. The United Nations (2015) define sustainable development as a 

development that meets the needs of the present without harming the ability of future generations to meet their 

own needs. In Nigeria, the contribution of Social Studies teachers to this goal is through teaching students the 

importance of conserving resources, promoting social justice and encouraging their involvement in development 

programs in the community (Akinpelu, 2018). 

Moreover, Social Studies puts focus on good governance, civic responsibility and environmental care which are 

critical for Nigeria's sustainable development. Climate change and environmental degradation, for instance, can 

be understood, leading communities to take sustainable farming and waste management measures (Ogunleye, 

2019). Moreover, Social Studies promotes the appreciation of the cultural diversity of Nigeria which can be 

utilized in promoting social cohesion and inclusive development. 

In Nigeria's quest for sustainable development, the SS lessons are a vital tool that would enable the nation's 

citizens to play an active role in creating a resilient and equitable society (Nwachukwu, 2020). The sustainable 

development objectives that can be achieved through SS education in Nigeria can translate to better quality of 

life, better environment and social harmony. 

Challenges and Recommendations 

Social Studies education is highly important for developing well-informed and responsible citizens in Nigeria. 

Nevertheless, there are a number of obstacles that prevent the successful implementation of this process. 

Addressing these obstacles requires targeted recommendations that enhance the quality and relevance of Social 

Studies education across the country.  

Challenges of Social Studies Education in Nigeria  

1.  Lack of curriculum content and pedagogical approaches 

Majority of Social studies syllabus are outdated and do not align with the current social problems of the society 

making it difficult for social studies teachers to link classroom approaches to what is happening in the society 

(Akinbobola, 2010). In addition, the traditional teaching method of providing lecture and knowledge is 

predominant, which hinders the students' ability to think deeply and actively. 

2. Inadequate qualified and motivated teachers 

Well-trained teachers, who are experts in both content and pedagogy for Social Studies are lacking. Many teachers 

have no continuous professional development and it has a negative impact on the effectiveness of teachers 

(Ogunniyi, 2006). 

3. Lack of teaching resources and facilities 

Many schools lack adequate teaching materials, textbooks and visual aids that are required in teaching Social 

Studies. Lack of infrastructure is also a factor that affect the effective teaching and learning (Ojo, 2014). 

4. Weak Policy Implementation and Funding of Education 
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There is lack of consistency in implementing Social Studies policies and inadequate funding from government to 

develop Social Studies education. This translates to poorly equipped schools, and non motivated teachers 

(Adebayo, 2012). 

5. Cultural and Societal barriers 

The teaching and understanding of social issues in Social studies may be influenced by cultural bias and societal 

stereotype which sometimes result in biased or incomplete understanding of social issues (Ojo, 2014). 

6.  Low Student Interest/Engagement 

Most students find social; studies irrelevant , leading to low motivation and poor academic performance 

(Akinbobola, 2010). 

Recommendations for Improving Social Studies Education in Nigeria 

1. Curriculum Review and Modernization 

The curriculum should be regularly updated to include current social issues, civic responsibilities, and practical 

skills. Incorporating participatory and experiential learning approaches can enhance student engagement 

(Ogunniyi, 2006). 

2. Teacher Training and Professional Development 

Investing in pre-service and in-service training programmes will equip teachers with modern pedagogical skills 

and content knowledge. Encouraging specialization in Social Studies can improve teaching quality (Adebayo, 

2012). 

3. Provision of Teaching Resources and Infrastructure 

Government and stakeholders should prioritize the provision of textbooks, teaching aids, and conducive learning 

environments to facilitate effective teaching and learning (Ojo, 2014). 

4. Policy Strengthening and Funding 

Effective implementation of educational policies and increased funding are essential. This includes allocating 

resources specifically for Social Studies programmes and monitoring their execution (Akinbobola, 2010). 

5. Community and Cultural Engagement 

Involving community leaders and parents in Social Studies programmes can help address cultural biases and 

promote the societal relevance of the subject (Ojo, 2014). 

6. Enhancing Student Motivation 

Incorporating interactive teaching methods, field trips, debates, and community projects can make Social Studies 

more engaging and meaningful for students (Ogunniyi, 2006). 

Conclusion 

Social Studies education is a cornerstone for cultivating social values and advancing sustainable development in 

Nigeria. By fostering responsible citizenship and critical awareness, Social Studies education can contribute 

significantly to Nigeria’s socioeconomic progress. Strategic investments and curriculum innovations are essential 

to realize its full potential. With its numerous challenges, strategic interventions focusing on curriculum 

development, teacher training, resource provision, policy enforcement, and community involvement can 

significantly improve its effectiveness. These efforts will contribute to the development of socially responsible 

and informed citizens vital for Nigeria's progress. 
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